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Cana Man Be Sure God Is Guiding Him? 





The Reunion Question 
To the (Editors: 

Many individuals, no doubt, are pray- 
ing about the matter of reunion. When 
can the individual trust the answer he 
feels he has received to his prayers? Two 
men pray about it, both are good men 
righteous kind whose 
with the Almighty. 
One receives one answer, he says; the 
other the opposite. Is there a way of 
checking the guiding of the Spirit to be 
certain one has heard the voice of the 
Eternal rather than the whisper of his 
own desires? 

An incident occurred at the thirty-third 
quadrennial conference of the Evangeli- 
eal Church which might throw some light 
upon this complex problem. It was in 
1942 at Naperville, Ill. The conference 
was debating a plan of union with the 
United Brethren in Christ which had been 
approved by a joint commission on church 
federation and union of the two bodies. 

The final vote favored union 226 to 6. 

Laymen spoke on both sides, so the re- 
porter for The Christian Century reports. 
A layman from Ohio spoke with emotion 
of asking God to guide his vote and he 
said he had received direct word to op- 


and sincere—the 
prayers avail much 


pose union. 

The attorney general of North Dakota 
answered this. He assured the gentleman 
from Ohio that the commission had prayed 
and had received the opposite answer! 
When the overwhelming vote came in fa- 
vor of union, three or four changed their 
vote “declaring themselves reassured by 
the outcome.” Among those changing was 
the layman from Ohio to whom God Rad 
spoken directly! 

The voice of the people here was taken 
as the voice of God. Are we willing to 
trust the democratic process in the mat- 
ter of the Federal Council issue and that 
of reunion with the Presbyterian Church, 
USA? 

Yours for the ecumenical movement, 

ANSLEY C. MOORE. 
Union Seminary, Richmond, Va. 


Three Evidences 
To the Editors: 

Remembering our Lord's prayer that his 
followers “may be one,” I rejoice in every 


BELHAVEN 


Jackson, Mississippi 





A Four Year Accredited College For 
Women 

SMPHASIS ON CHARACTER AND 
CULTURE 

Some Vocational Subjects Offered 

Accommodations for 15 Girls Still 
Available 

For information, write 


G. T. GILLESPIE, President 








news item that tells of the coalescence 
of separate divisions of Christians. 

On July 7 the Interfaith Rural Life 
Conference held its second annual con- 
ference at Corvallis, Oregon. This con- 
ference is sponsored by the Catholic arch- 
diocese of Oregon, the Oregon Council 
f Churches, and the Home Mission Coun- 
cil of North America. It met on the cam- 
pus of a state college, lasted four days, 
and presented a corps of 36 public speak- 
ers representing the whole state to a 
crowded convention hall. 

Two great Interchurch Conferences are 
now being held in Korea and Japan, with 
a large delegation from America. The 
effort is to mobilize the best creative minds 
in the Far East for Christian intellectual 
leadership, and to establish a unified edu- 
cational program for Christian schools. 

A third remarkable instance of inter- 
faith cooperation was the formal dedica- 
tion on Sunday, June 22, in the Hanson 
Place Methodist Church of Brooklyn of a 
handsome set of carillonic bells. 

The funds for these bells, amounting 
to $3,000, were given in equal amounts 
by a Catholic, a Jew, and a Protestant, 
anl the pastor was assisted in the service 
by Judge Troy, a Roman Catholic, and 
A. M. Heller, a Jewish rabbi, 

HENRY LOUIS SMITH. 
Greensboro, N. C. 


Flowers 
To the Editors: 

Please, brethren, do not make a rush 
for pastorates in Louisiana! There are not 
many vacancies just now. You may be 
so inclined when you hear that in the 
past few weeks as many as four communi- 
ties and churches have simply beat the 
undertakers! They have got in their tri- 
butes to certain aged and aging pastors 
long before weeping friends and under- 
takers have sent in the flowers! 

In one case the whole community arose, 
Catholics outstripping Protestants, to 
swamp‘a retiring veteran with flowers 
and music and speeches, and an unspeak- 
able check for thousands! In another, at 
this time of next to impossibility to get 
an auto to replace the old, worn-out relic 
of a far back vintage, a church sent 
around a committee that led an astonished 
pastor to a fine machine, glistening and 
almost smiling and laughing, and told him 
that it was his for the trouble of getting 
into it! In another where an anxious 
retiring pastor and his wife thought they 
had nothing to live upon but a paltry 
annuity of $25 a month, the women of 
the church wiped out their immediate 





MITCHELL COLLEGE | 


A coeducational institution, distinctive 
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fears with a check for enough to doubie 
their attenuated outlook for sixty months 
to come, five solid years! 

In another, where the old pastor, six 
years retired, still worshipping with them 
when he is not at work elsewhere, which 
is nearly all the time, made an excuse of 
a church centennial to almost centennial- 
ize the old man, on the church’s natal day, 
with flowers and music and speeches and 
checks and pictures, in green setting, of 
Lincoln and Hamilton and Washington, 
and even of Grant, and new clothes and 
shoes and ties and underwear, and even 
a hat—which was many sizes too small 
for his head under all the circumstances— 
until he was next to speechless for once 
in his long, talkative life! 

How much more fragrant are flowers 
before the funeral! They tell a different 
story altogether, and how they do thrill 
one. And the preachers are not the only 
ones who enjoy such tributes. Try it 
on your mothers and fathers! There are 
multitudes of these who are pining for 
just some such thing, who will enjoy the 
tribute from their sons and daughters 
while they are yet living far more than 
they will be able to feel and respond when 
the undertaker has “laid them out”! 

CORRESPONDING EDITOR. 


Plan of Reunion 


To the Editors: 

On August 15 the printers of the Plan 
of Reunion advised me that the book 
would not be shipped until the 19th. This 
is a still further delay and distribution 
will probably not take place until about 
September 1, since about ten days will be 
required for the shipment to reach me. 

All who are to receive copies of the 
booklet are requested to consider this an- 
nouncement as official because it will be 
impossible to notify each individual by 
card or letter. 

E. C. SCOTT, 
Stated Clerk. 
Dallas, Texas. 





SYNOD MEETINGS 


September 2 
Virginia, Union Seminary, 2:00. 
September 8 
Georgia, Gainesville, 8:00. 
Kentucky, Danville, 3:30. 
September 9 
North Carolina, Red Springs, 2:30. 
Texas, Kerrville, 7:30. 
Mississippi, Jackson, 8:00. 
September 16 
Alabama, Talladega, 7:30. 
Appalachia, Montreat, 7:30. 
September 23 
South Carolina, Columbia Ist, 11:00. 
Oklahoma, Okla. City, S’minster, 3:30. 
Louisiana, Silliman College, 7:30, 
Snedecor, Heidelberg, Miss., 7:30. 
October 14 
Florida, Tampa Ist, 7:30. 
Wennessee, Shelbyville, 7:30. 
Missouri, Farmington, 8:00. 
October 21 
Arkansas, Pine Bluff 1st, 7:30. 
(West Virginia Synod met in June.) 
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LaRoe Urges Need of 
More Punch and Fire 


In Modern Sermons 


Says ‘‘Ministers Must Have 


Clenched Fists in Pulpit’’ 


Chicago. (RNS)—Wilbur LaRoe, Jr., 
moderator of Presbyterian Church, told 
a conference of Presbyterian ministers 
at McCormick Theological Seminary 
here that modern sermons lack ‘‘punch 
and fire’? and ‘‘passion for Christ.” 

LaRoe, who as moderator holds the 
highest position in the denomination, 
said that while many sermons today 
have sufficient intellectual content they 
lack the emotional appeal that is essen- 
tial to Christianity. 

‘“‘Ministers must have clenched fists in 
the pulpit,’ he said. 


Call to Laymen. 


LaRoe also criticized laymen, charg- 
ing they do not give religion its primary 
place in life and treat it merely as an 
avocation. 

‘“Laymen do not take religion seri- 
ously enough,’”’ he said. ‘“‘They do not 
contribute either enough time or money 
to the church.” 

The moderator, a Washington, D. C., 
attorney, also deplored the shortage of 
clergy, explaining that it had reached 
alarming proportions and that within 
the Presbyterian denomination there 
was a critical need for at least 1,000 
more ministers because of the expand- 
ing work of the church. 

He emphasized that never before had 
the importance of the clergy been so 
great as at present because of world 
chaos. Stating that ‘‘only Christ has 
the answer to Stalin,’’ he said the num- 
ber of clergy must be greatly increased 
to help bring ‘“‘Christ’s answer’ to the 
world, 


$50,000 to Foreign Missions 


Almost $50,000 was left the Execu- 
tive Committee of Foreign Missions, 


Nashville, by Dr. W. A. Plecker, long- - 


time director of the State Bureau of 
Vital Statistics of Virginia. Dr. Plecker 
died August 2 at the age of 86. Also 
sharing in his bequest is the American 
Bible Society of New York to which he 
left a number of shares of stock in two 
concerns. 





MISSIONS | 


From the Montreat Conference 





Cumming Reports on Korea 


Reporting after a year’s survey of 
conditions in Korea, D. J. Cumming told 
recently at Montreat of advances which 
are being made in the midst of complex 
and complicated situations in that coun- 
try. 

The work in Korea, he said, would be 
with and through the revived Korean 
Christian Church, ‘It is that organiza- 
tion and that body of Christians who 
give hope to the disturbed country to- 
day.”’ 

For many years American Presbyte- 
rians and other denominational groups 
have united their forces in this church 
in Korea. 

Protestant churecnes are being re- 
built; Korean Christians are coming out 
into the open, after years of war, and 
are expressing their faith in Christian- 
ity, he said. America, as a Christian 
nation, in his opinion, has an opportu- 
nity in Korea in spreading the gospel 
of Christ like that of no country on 
earth. If this opportunity is not fully 
grasped at this time, he. said, ‘‘Russian 
communism will come in where Chris- 
tian faith has failed to enter.” 

Every facility must be given to the 
missionary now, Dr. Cumming urges; 
many of those formerly at work there 
should be returned as soon as possible, 
and a new force must be prepared and 
sent out rapidly with every possible 
financial backing given to them, 


Price Says, ‘‘Greater Cooperation’’ 


Frank W. Price, reporting on the re- 
cent Whitby Conference in Canada, told 
Montreat listeners at the Foreign Mis- 
sions Conference, that the notable meet- 
ing confronted the challenge of fascism, 
communism, a_ resurgent Islam and 
political Romanism and in the face of 
them demanded a greater cooperation 
among Protestant evangelical denomi- 
nations to further the work of Christian 
missions. One serious error in the past, 
said Dr. Price, has been the failure to 
train more national leaders among the 
converts on the foreign field—train 
them for leadership in their own na- 
tional affairs. Methodists have done 
this, he indicated, in the case of Chiang 
Kai-Shek, who received his training in 
their mission in China. 


Women’s Leader Asks 
More Aid for Europe 


For Coming Winter 


UCCW President Tells of 


Urgent Food and Fuel Need 


New York, (RNS)—An appeal for in- 
creased gifts of money and goods for 
Europe’s needy was made here by Mrs. 
Ruth M. Worrell, national president of 
the United Council of Church Women, 
in a report to state presidents of the 
organization which represents 10,000,- 
000 women of all Protestant denomina- 
tions in almost every state. 

Mrs. Worrell, who has just returned 
from a survey of conditions in Euro- 
pean countries, declared that last winter 
was the worst Europe had seen and 
warned that ‘this next winter will be 
even worse because of a poor harvest 
and an even greater lack of fuel.’ 

Specifically, Mrs, Worrell urged state 
presidents to press ahead with school 
outfits they are preparing for 500,000 
European school children, These will 
be dedicated, she said, at World Com- 
munity Day services throughout the 
country on November 1, before being 
shipped overseas through Church World 
Service. : 

On the same day, Mrs. Worrell’s re- 
port added, an offering will be taken in 
churches to provide noon lunches of hot 
soup for the most undernourished of 
Europe’s children, 


100 Mississippi Elders 
Write to All Their Churches 


A “Committee of 100 Elders of the 
Synod of Mississippi’ is circulating a 
seven-page throughout the 
churches of Mississippi asking elders in 
those churches to have three resolutions 
introduced and adopted at the next 
meeting of presbytery: (1) “Advising 
the Assembly to get out of the Federal 
Council”; (2) advising the Assembly 
to amend the Book of Church Order 
by adopting the overture of Central Mis- 
sissippi Presbytery to the last Assem- 
bly ‘‘making clear the local ownership 
of our property’’; (3) advising the As- 
sembly ‘‘to stay out of organic union 
with the Northern Presb yterian 
Church.”’ 

Among the names signed to the circu- 
lar are: Chalmers W. Alexander, who 
was active in the last Assembly; H. 
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Chalmers Alexander, L. E. Faulkner, W. 
Calvin Wells, W. Calvin Wells, Jr., W. 
Calvin We}ls, III, and others. 

Taking up each subject for discussion 
in turn, the letter says of the Federal 
Council. ‘‘We think it is our duty to get 
out of it and stay out of it. When you 
understand what it is doing in our name 
we verily believe you will not only think 
it is our duty so to do, but that you 
will do something about it. You can 
do so by being sure that you send to 
presbytery from your church (or go 
yourself) an elder who is informed on 
the subject and then see that you have 
commissioners from your presbytery to 
the next General Assembly who will 
have the courage to fight for and get 
our church out of this Council.” 

It charges that the Council main- 
tains a lobby in Washington, that it has 
“insisted that Congress should pass the 
iniquitous FEPC law to bring about im- 
mediately full social equality of all 
races, Negro, white, and all others in 
the South’; that the Council is en- 
deavoring ‘‘to have all laws repealed 
and all customs done away with which 
segregate and separate Negroes and 
whites in schools, in churches, in trains 
and busses, in hotels, and in restau- 
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rants”; that it is ‘‘trying to have passed 
an anti-poll tax bill, and an anti-lynch- 
ime Ue... - .” 

Regarding the proposed property 
amendment, the writers ask, ‘“‘Haven’t 
you always thought that you and your 
congregation owned your church? Or 
have you thought, and do you think 
now, that you merely hold it in trust 
for all the members of the whole Pres- 
byterian Church? It may shock 
you to know that if the organic union 
with the Northern Presbyterian Church 
goes through and your local 
church votes to stay out . . that you 
may lose the title to your property to 


“the whole new church membership... .” 


The Concurrent Declaration provid- 
ing for a congregation to withhold its 
property by a three-fourths vote, the 
letter says, is not adequate. Then it 
goes on, 


se 


Well, my fellow elders, if you 
do not wake up, you may shortly find 
you have lost your own church and 
been put out in the street or out in the 
big road. It might interest you to know 
that the proposed Plan of Union makes 
absolutely no provision to permit a pres- 
bytery or synod to retain its property 
should it decide to stay out of this 
Federal Union. We are also sending 





The Spiritual Problems of Youth 


By REINHOLD NIEBUHR 





N MEETING with young people from 
all over the world as we recently 
did at the World Conference of 

Christian Youth in Oslo, it was ap- 
parent that the spiritual problems of 
youth have shifted greatly in the past 
decades. 

Most of these young people were uni- 
versity students and most of them had 
been in the recent war in various capaci- 
ties, None of them had any special in- 
terest in the relation between science 
and religion which once occupied their 
attention. No one raised the question 
whether it was possible to defend a 
“spiritual” interpretation of life against 
a ‘“‘materialistic’’ one. 

These questions of a few decades ago 
disappeared into the background by the 
more urgent interest in the meaning of 
human history, which quite obviously is 
neither purely spiritual nos purely ma- 
terialistic but about which some other 
questions have to be raised. 

The young people at Oslo were per- 
plexed by the fact that a war, intended 
to abolish tyranny and thereby to usher 
in a reign of peace had left the world 
in so sad a state. They were not sure 
that the fruits of victory had given 
moral or spiritual justification for the 
sacrifices which their comrades made. 
They moved constantly from the politi- 
cal question on how best to secure a 
more lasting peace to the more religious 
question about what man and history 
were really like, considering that the 
achievement of human community on 


every level was so difficult. 

The young people of Europe ex- 
pressed surprise in several instances 
that the American delegation felt very 
similarly about these perplexities. For 
years Europeans always expected, and 
usually found,-Americans to be more 
optimistic and possibly more naive 
about such questions than Europeans 
have been since the first world war. 
They were of the opinion that we 
Americans believed too simply in pro- 
sress and had not yet weighed the 
deeper perplexities of life, more particu- 
larly the one that technical progress 
produces as much and sometime more, 
evil than good. 

In Oslo they found to their surprise 
and usually to their gratification that 
the second world war had shocked the 
youth of America into a consideration of 
these same issues. 

Young Europeans had also been 
taught to expect that Americans were 
rather proud or even vainglorious in the 
possession of their new power and pres- 
tige in the world. But at Oslo they 
found an American delegation, not at 
all sure of the American role and rather 
profoundly humble about American re- 
sponsibilities. This role of young 
Americans was a much more reassuring 
position to Europeans than the bluster 
to which they said they had become ac- 
customed. It dissolved much of the 
anti-Americanism which is rampant in 
Europe, 

(Copyright 1947 by RNS.) 
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under separate cover some more litera- 
ture. ... 

“Wake up, fellow elders! Wake up! 
And make known to your pastors, pres- 
byteries, and your General Assembly 
that you have informed yourselves .. . 
and that no hierarchy or joint commit- 
tee or moderator is going to lead us 
around by the nose and let us wake up 
too late to save our Southern Church; 
to save its precious doctrines; and to 
save our own property which we have 
tgiled and sweated to build and in which 
we have believed we could, as long as 
we lived, worship in accordance with 
the dictates of our own consciences.” 


On the question of reunion, the let- 
ter says, ‘“‘There are many reasons why 
we should not so unite, and none that 
we see which would result in advance- 
ment of the Kingdom of Heaven. In 
the first place, the Northern Church 
out-numbers in membership our South- 
ern Church about 4 to 1. The Northern 
Church is the main support, financially 
and otherwise, of the Federal Council 
above referred to. Over 1,280 
preachers of the Northern Church 
signed the Auburn Affirmation (we are 
sending you under’ separate cover 
pamphlets [telling] you what the Au- 
burn Affirmation is). . .” (Edtl. p. 8.) 





HOW MANY MINISTERS 
IN TEN YEARS? 





Itasca, Texas (335 members)—2 plus 
$8—Faries McDaniel, John M. Coffin, 
Jr., Austin College. Also: Janie D. Cof- 
fin, DRE in El Paso Presbytery; Mary 
Virginia Coffin and Jane Margaret Cof- 
fin en route to ATS. 

Beaumont, Texas, Westminster (957) 
—4—Fred W. Tyler, Ft. Worth, Texas; 
Edward §S. Bayless, Denison, Texas, 
Marion F. Reynolds, Eagle Lake, Texas; 
C. Ellis Nelson, Richmond, Va. 

Turnersville, Texas, Unity (46)+—-1— 
E. O. Harrell, Cameron, Texas. 

Bethesda, Md. (736)—-3—Francis M. 
Seeley, missionary in Thailand under 
Presbyterian, USA, board; Chester C. 
Hustead, First Baptist church, Indiana, 
Pa.; James F. Garvin, Chinquapin, N. C. 

Wilmington, N. C., First (954)—9 
plus 9—W. J. B. Livingston, Logan, W. 
Va.; M. C. MelIver, Tuscaloosa, Ala.; 
E. J. Humphrey, Jerry Newbold, Jr., 
Union Seminary; H. A. Codington, Jr., 
M. D., candidate for foreign medical 
service: John Bender, University of N. 
C.; William W. Peters, Davidson Col- 
lege; George Worth, Davidson ’47, now 
at U. of N. C.; Robert Worth, U. of 
Southern California. Also: Mary Boney, 
DRE, Druid Hills, Atlanta; Mrs. Michael 
(Glen Willard) Higgins, Boston; Jesse 
Newbold, First church, Asheville; Mary 
Monica Jackson, ATS ’47, Ann New- 





bold, ATS; Elizabeth Evans, Queens 


College; Elizabeth Grady, DRE; Mrs. 
Charles (Ruth Hart) Butler, Jr., DRE; 
Mrs. Lawrence (Pharris Parker) Hilge- 
man, Jr., DRE. 

Richmond, Va., Third (475 )—1—Ju- 
lius S. Garbett, Emporia, Va. 

Henderson, Ky. (332)—1—W. R. 
Moors, Trinity College. 
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WINONA FRAZIER 
Los Angeles, First Prize 


BILL BARRICK 
Enid, Okla., Second 
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FRANCES D. FULCHER 
Davidson, N. C., Southern Winner 


The Meaning of the Christian Faith in My Community 


EDITORS’ NOTE—Here are excerpts from the winning 
essays in the Parshad Youth Week Scholarship Contest. 
Alfred H. Avery, Malden, Mass., business man, for the ser- 
ond year, has given valuable prizes for the best essays on 
the application of the Chritian faith to daily life. These 
winners were reported in these columns July 21. Frances 
Fulcher is a member of the Davidson College Presbyterian 
Church, N. C., a daughter of a college professor. She is 
the winner of a $1,000 college scholarship. 


A Way of Living 
By WINONA FRAZIER 


O OUTLINE a community where the Christian faith 
is the foundation and corner-stone of society would 
be to draw plans of a Utopia, or virtually the King- 

dom of God. We hear so often that Christianity has never 
been tried, and that men today still live under the Mosaic 
laws. It would be fun to sketch an ideal state; however, 
I must admit that my lack of knowledge about economics, 
political science, sociology and various cultural develop- 
ments makes it impossible for me to outline intelligently 
an ideal state. Furthermore I do not think it important. 
Suffice it to say, I do not agree with Master Pangloss that 
“this is the best of all possible worlds.’’ I find more hope 
in ‘‘a way of life that takes away the occasion of waz.” 
I believe that this is the Christian faith. 


A Christian Is Aware 


A Christian is aware of the terrible needs in the world. 
First, he sees the suffering. He cannot be indifferent to 
the starvation in Europe and Asia. He may not have suf- 
fered himself, but he is a brother to those that do. Hence 
he is active in drives to send food to the peoples of the 
world that are in need. He is not concerned if they are 
white or black or to what religion they adhere. He must 
do all he can to alleviate suffering and to lift man up toa 
higher plane of living. One of the major parts of the min- 
istry of Jesus was that of health and healing; thus, our 
task is first healing the wounds of the world. The wounds 
are not all in Europe and in Asia, and they do not all 


arise from war. There are many psychological wounds that 
cut deeply into the marrow of the soul. Many of these are 
caused by our present economic system. They are the prob- 
lems of race prejudice, of distrust, of insecurity, of broken 
homes, of life being based on superficial values. These 
sorts of wounds cannot be healed by holding rallies, be- 
stowing gifts, or sending food. They must be healed by 
deeds of the individual that will slowly replace love for 
hate, understanding for prejudice, security for insecurity. 

Besides these acts of the individual, the collective body 
of the church must become increasingly vigilant to the 
needs of men in modern times. We are told in the newspa- 
pers and over the radio that there will be a minor depres- 
sion this year and a major one in about four years. This 
means that the church should be concerned about employ- 
ment, food, housing, and clothing of not only its members 
but of the total community. I am not suggesting that the 
church become an employment bureau, but that might be 
a good idea. More important, the church must become a 
force to bring about an economic order in which all men 
can have the opportunity for employment. 

One church in my community has established an ef- 
fective consumers cooperative. Particularly in the depres- 
sion times, many churches may profit by following this pat- 
tern. All this again accentuates the need of an educated 
Christian communion. 

Another need that can be met only through the church 
is that of fellowship. Cities and towns can be cold and 
lonely places. People long for companionship and oppor- 
tunities to be of service. The church today needs more 
and more clubs, societies, and circles for all ages. It needs 
to provide opportunity for the individual to take leader- 
ship, to relax, to have a good time, and to develop appre- 
ciation for the finer things of life. 

Young people’s groups, where youth of marriage age 
can be brought together in the best possible environment, 
can be of lasting value in the establishing of the Chris- 
tian home. 

Churches Working Together 

I want to mention the need of the church to develop 
unity with all denominations. Christ is the center of the 
faith of all these groups. To have any genuine effective- 
ness, separate denominations and churches need to join to- 
gether for education and for combating economic, political, 
and social problems. 
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It would have been easy to say that the Christian faith 
is now as active as it ever can be in our communities, but 
I cannot write such an essay. There is great suffering and 
greater need for an awakened Christian faith. I do not 
foretell any panacea that will transform Hell into Heaven. 
I do find a quiet assurance in the words of the writer of 
the Hebrews——‘‘these all died in faith, not having received 
what was promised, but having seen it and greeted it from 
afar.”’ I close with the challenging words of Plato, “He 
who sees a vision of a better world becomes at that mo- 
ment a citizen of that world.’ If all of us, as members 
of the Church of Christ, will take the responsibility of citi- 
zens to a Heavenly Kingdom, we will see the Christian faith 
become more and more active and meaningful in our com- 
munities. 


A Faith for Individuals 


By BILL BARRICK 


T A TIME when nerves are at high tension due to 
social insecurity and rapid changes, those who have 
faith in a Power above their own have a fur better 

chance of retaining their normal personality. A successful 
management engineer, a man who takes poor businesses 
and puts them on their feet, has stated that “ninety-five 
per cent of the difficulties in a sick business are not in the 
business, but in the persons concerned. They get snarled 
up in their lives and pass on their inner frustrations to 
their outer circumstances.’’ Henry C. Link, author of The 
Rediscovery of Man, says that he “returned to religion”’ 
because he saw that the Christians he knew had more poise 
and serenity, more inward integrity, and more strength of 
character than non-Christians. 


Young People Are Doing Things 


It is a difficult thing sometimes to get people, especially 
young people to realize that they need this inner Power. 
It is also difficult for Christian leaders to design a program 
that will keep young people coming till they get past the 
“milk stage”’ of spiritual living. But I think my community 
has taken many long strides in that direction. The Enid 
Youth Council is drawing many young people from all de- 
nominations. These youth leaders are both working and 
praying as they sponsor such activities as Youth Jambo- 
rees, ‘‘Hymnspirations,’’ and Sunrise Services. The Satur- 
day Night Youth Jamboree, a new project, is growing 
rapidly and fulfilling the belief of its sponsors that young 
people do like to sing, play, and worship before God. The 
monthly city-wide ‘‘Hymnspiration” has become a happy 
tradition. In fact the singing has been so enthusiastic that 
a bi-monthly, couty-wide song service has been started. 
Then of course each church is doing its best to meet the 
needs of its youngsters. 


I can possibly best relate what the Christian faith has 
meant to my community by expressing what it has meant 
to me, for I see it consistently having the same effect both 
on other young people and on adults. Primarily it has 
meant leadership and character training. I can well re- 
member that shaky feeling that made me stammer and 
stutter the first time I tried to present the lesson at Sun- 
day evening Youth Fellowship meeting. But I was en- 
couraged and asked to try again. All through the junior 
and senior high departments of the Sunday School, all 
the young people were urged to help plan and take part 
in the programs. 


Call To a Life Work 


And yet, for me personally, there has been a far more 
important result of the Christian faith in my community. 
It has determined my life work—a work that I know will 
require much diligent effort. When I look at chaotic world 


SEPTEMBER 1, 1947 


conditions and realize that they are brought about by 
merely misdirected individuals, I am challenged by the tre- 
mendous possibilities of the Christian ministry. I, and 
others like me, must realize that with the help of God we 
can redirect those lives. 


The Christian faith means a great deal to my community, 
but I do not think it is even knocking at the door of pos- 
sibility. There are still thousands who darken no church 
door, and yet I feel certain that these people are not only 
basically good but also spiritually hungry. It is the duty of 
every Christian layman and minister to find a way to feed 
them so that they also might be heirs to God’s Kingdom. 


Sharing With the World 


By FRANCES FULCHER 


HE STREETS of Davidson are paved with gold.” 

These were the words of a stranger to this town after 

a few days visit here. She realized that the heart of 
this community contains something pure and fine, and for 
the lack of a better name, she called this thing ‘‘gold.” 

This intriguing, mysterious force which she found in Da- 
vidson was Christianity. You ask me what it is? It is 
a personal relationship to Christ. 

Christianity is also the obeying of his law of love. How 
very different our chaotic world would be if we obeyed this 
law as we do traffic laws. Along the highway, we see 
a sign which says ‘‘Stop,’’ and without a moment of hesi- 
tation or question, we immediately stop. Contrast that with 
the way we conduct ourselves when on a bus: an elderly 
Negro woman has no seat and we do; we think of the word 
“‘Love’”’ and do we, without hesitation or question, get up 
and give her our seat? If each of us could have a black 
skin for a day or a week, how very much easier it would 
be to obey this law of love when the barrier of color rises 
before us. However, our obedience to the law of love does 
not terminate with the Negroes or any other race. It ap- 
plies to this entire war-torn world. I believe one of the 
earnest desires of young people is to take the clause ‘‘Love 
one another as I have loved you,’’ and make it the axis 
on which our world revolves. 


Faith Into Practice 


These were the things I thought of when the stranger 
spoke of ‘‘gold.’”’ I think she was trying to say that the 
people of this community put their Christian faith into 
practice. Let me tell you why she felt this way about Da- 
vidson. 

First of all, there is located here Davidson College, the 
center of our town. No better proof of its service to man- 
kind can be shown than by the men she has graduated— 
men who have gone into every phase of life and carried 
with them the Christian heritage of Davidson College. To 
illustrate this, let me introduce you to George Ogilvie. As 
a freshman, George helped with the Y. M. C. A. and taught 
Sunday school at a small church which the “Y”’ established. 
Continuing through his senior year, George’s influence 
was widespread, not only around the small church where 
he was assistant pastor, but also throughout the town. 
When the war came, George left college to fight and some 
months later he wrote back of this experience: ‘I have 
been on guard duty for the past few nights, being obliged 
to march up and down in front of some barbed wire which 
surrounded a group of German prisoners of war. It is a 
very lonely job at any time, but last night, I was particu- 
larly lonely. I began to wonder if any of those German 
prisoners were Christians, and, if they were, how I could 
discover it since all sentries were forbidden to speak to 
any prisoners. Suddenly I thought of Martin Luther’s 
great hymn, “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God,” and I began 
to whistle it. As I looked over in the prison yard, I saw 
a young German’s face light up, and he rose and unfal- 
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teringly sang the four stanzas of this hymn.’’ Such was 
the experience of a young man who had lived in the Chris- 
tian atmosphere of this town. 

Some other illustrations of Christian faith in my town 
are the existence of the community house, where the Ne- 
groes find recreation; the Davidson Christian Youth Coun- 
cil, bringing all the young people together for worship 
and recreation; and the teaching of Bible in all grades of 
the white and Negro public schools. 
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This Christian faith which is so prevalent in my com- 
munity is not confined just to the town limits, for people 
like George Ogilvie go out into the world and spread this 
“gold” about, giving the world the character which it so 
desperately needs. 

And so with young people like George, a community like 
Davidson, the challenge which today’s world presents, and 
true faith in God, what better start do we need to bring 
Christian faith into the world? 


Labor Sunday Message 


Requested to be read in the churches on Labor Sunday, August 31, or on September 7. 


(Approved by the Executive Committee of the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in America, and issued 
through the Department of the Church and Economic Life.) 


HE RELATIONS between workers and employers— 
whether in factory or on farm, in office or in store— 
create some of the most important problems of our 

time. The decisions of responsible men and women in 
these relationships profoundly affect the lives of millions of 
people. An employer can put thousands off the payroll, 
a union can put thousands on the street, and either can 
discriminate against a race. 

.The church cannot disregard the problems created by 
these relations nor overlook their effects on men, women, 
and children. The Christian Gospel affirms that men are 
brothers because all are created in the image of God and 
each is important in his sight. How can the church effec- 
tively express its concern for people? How can it promote 
a true recognition of the inherent worth of each person, 
the right of each one to a place in society, however hum- 
ble, in which he can contribute to the community while 
he supports himself and his family? 

The beginning must surely be made in the church itself. 
There must be a vigorous effort to see that no congre- 
gation is a class church cr a racial church. That is not 
easy, for churches are usually neighborhood organizations, 
and people live in neighborhoods of similar economic sta- 
tus. But a true visitation evangelism by the laymen of 
the churches will make possible a congregation that crosses 
economic and racial and ciass lines. A local church family 
is the place to lay a foundation of sure and sympathetic 
understanding of other people and of why they act as they 
do. 


The Church’s Call to the Individual 


Clearly the church must reject both the idea that most 
employers are greedy conspirators who combine in gigantic 
soulless corporate entities and the idea that organizations 
of employees are usually a rabble led by demagogues. The 
church recognizes that each individual is a part of many 
groups almost from the cradle to the grave. He is a part 
of a family, a school, a lunch club, the round-house crowd. 
But the church will always appeal to the conscience of 
the single person and call upon him to assert in his group 
what that conscience says, even in the face of hostility of 
that group. 

In a stable community human beings are naturally team 
workers. But our communities today are not stable. We 
have to adapt ourselves to constant change, and because 
as a civilization we have not learned how to do that, we 
feel profoundly insecure. Team work then suffers in our 
everyday life, especially in our employment relations. 

Much valuable research has been done in the principles 
of a society where constant adaptation to social change is 
required. But something is still lacking. The missing 
element in industry is the goal for the team work and for 
the adaptation. The goal is to serve God’s purpose in the 
light of the Christian Gospel. With a sound knowledge 
of actual relations between employers and employees, the 
church can present the community with the demand that 
men shall go beyond expediency, or even bare justice, and 
shall work for a partnership based on Christian goodwill. 


It is also important that the church should see the prob- 
lems of the responsible leaders of labor and of management. 
It has been increasingly effective, during and since the war, 
in service to the sick, the bereaved, and the troubled. But 
the church has not faced adequately the problems of the 
layman, employer and labor leader alike, who have to de- 
cide between alternatives, none of which is pleasant, each 
of which carries with it some apparent evil to some peo- 
ple. The church today is seeking ways to meet such prob- 
lems, and the help of every pastor and every Christian 
layman should be enlisted. 

One of the serious elements in this particular field is the 
corruption of power. Most of us have an urge for power. 
Organization is -essential in society but the corruption of 
power is a danger in any organized activity. The bigger 
the organization, the greater the danger. The urge and 
competition for power can exist among employers and union 
leaders, and even among church officials. The danger of 
business monopolies requires constant limitation by gov- 
ernment and constant vigilance by the people. Internal 
politics today troubles many labor organizations. That has 
been the problem of democracy as it grows in size, ever 
since its dawn in Greece. 

The democracy that we in America derive so largely from 
the independent churches cf three hundred and more years 
ago gives us hope that the church today can greatly help 
to solve this problem. For the kind of democracy exem- 
plified by our forefathers depends upon our seeking God’s 
voice to guide us in what each of us does and says, and 
equally upon listening for God’s word in what others seek 
to tell us. This humble reliance upon a Power higher than 
ourselves and this constait recognition that others may 
be closer to God’s will than we, have always been charac- 
teristic of those most trustcd by the American people. These 
qualities have helped to make our country great. 


A Background of Christian Principle 


The churches can also stimulate the consciences of peo- 
ple as we listen to the threat of the future, derived from 
our past experience of the business cycle. We Christians 
cannot face with silence or inaction the prospect of recur- 
rent business depressions in which unemployment rots the 
souls of men. We recognize that this is a problem of pro- 
found complexity and that men, highly qualified, differ 
widely in interpretations and their remedies. But 
we are equally impressed with the area of agreement among 
these experts. We propose to the utmost of our ability 
to create a background of Christian principle in which the 
study, discussions, and plans for action to meet the situa- 
tion will proceed. 


their 


Tomorrow will confront us with new problems and new 
crises. We must approach the future with confidence that 
skill and resources are available for fresh answers which 
will bring us into a better economic life. This confidence 
can be sustained only if we know that our objectives are 
rooted .in God’s purpose. The realization of the fellow- 
ship of men under God, and the sense of a common destiny 
—these are all part of God’s purpose revealed in Jesus 
Christ. For these we must strive; out of them will spring 
new life, new understanding and a new unity of spirit and 
purpose, 
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EDITORIAL 


Labor Sunday Message 


The hand of Charles P. Taft, lay 
president of the Federal Council of 
Churches, is said to have been active in 
writing this year’s Labor Sunday mes- 
sage which appears on page seven. It 
is & fine statement, clear and in terms 
of current need and the urgency of 
Christian action now. Its balance all 
can admire. Its criticisms are forth- 
right and fall as needed on either side 
of the line—and on both sides. Con- 
gregations which hear its summons on 
an early Sunday in September will be 
led to see their part in the relationships 
of management and labor in working 
for any sort of Christian order. Then 
do not neglect to read the amazing 
statement of Cyrus S. Eaton, multi-mil- 
lionaire industrialist, on this page. 








Informed Elders 


“Send to presbytery an elder who is 
informed. Make known to your 
pastors, presbyteries, and your General 
Assembly that you have informed your- 
selves,’’ says the letter of 100 Missis- 
sippi elders to other elders as reported 
here on pages 3-4. 

It will be a high achievement for 
these elders to have informed them- 
selves on three vital issues like the Fed- 
eral Council, the church property 
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amendment, and Presbyterian reunion, 
but it would not seem that the charges, 
the efforts to stir prejudice, and the 
appeals to unworthy motives as con- 
tained in the long letter with the hun. 
dred signatures contribute to factual 
information. There is a tremendous 
job of information which must be done, 
but the Mississippi letter or its like will 
not produce informed elders. 


GUEST EDITORS 


Political Ideas in the Church 





The current Communist scare has 
prompted many citizens to visualize a 
Red agent lurking behind every pillar 
and post. Among the organizations 
which have most recently become sus- 
pect is the Federal Council of Churches 
of Christ in America, headed by a re- 
spectable Republican named Charles P. 
Taft. A number of Southern Presby- 
terians have now become so suspicious, 
in fact, that they are seeking Presby- 
terian withdrawal from the Council. ... 

Presumably, however, the Presby- 
terians are seeking a divorce from the 
Council chiefly on the grounds that its 
activities are outside the scope of the 
church and hence threaten the historic 
doctrine of separation of church and 
state. 

The attitude of certain Presbyterians 
toward the Council reflects, we think, a 
basic discrepancy in the thinking of 
many churchmen. During a liquor elec- 
tion, for example, it is quite permissible 
for the church to intervene in the 
affairs of state; ministers must assume 
the incongruous roles of political orators 
and ward-heelers in an endeavor to 
sway public opinion. On the other hand, 
the church must remain silent on issues 
concerning the public welfare, such as 
housing, race relations, wages and work- 
ing conditions, or health problems 
Should a church organization take a 
stand on these matters, it must be con- 
demned for an unwarranted entry into 
the world of politics. 

Regardless of the wisdom of the legis- 
lation supposedly favored by the Fed- 
eral Council of Churches, the evils such 
legislation was designed to correct are 
certainly the proper concern of Chris- 
tians. When one considers the low state 
of public morality these days, it would 
seem highly desirable that the church 
take an increasing interest in govern- 
mental affairs, rather than limit its ac- 
tivities to the saving of souls on Sun- 
day. The late Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, William Temple, quite adequately 
defined the line of demarcation between 
church and. state when he said, 
“Lambeth (the Archbishop’s palace) 
must speak to Parliament, but it must 
never become Parliament.’’ 

If there is a Communist influence in 
the Federal Council of Churches, the 
Presbyterians could do more to combat 
it by staying in the Council than by 
quitting. Withdrawal would indicate 
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political narrowness rather than recog- 
nition of the church’s responsibilities or 
sincere concern for the future.—Edi- 
torial in The Charlotte News. 


A Christian Capitalist on Labor 


The casualness with which we 
capitalists seem willing—-nay even eager 
—to invite the collapse of our economic 
system in almost every industrial dis- 
pute, for the sole purpose of thwarting 
labor, is utterly incomprehensible. 


Labor not only produces the goods 
and consumes a large part of them— 
labor also has the votes. In a democ- 
racy like ours—where the majority 
rules—capitalism cannot survive with- 
out the support of labor. 

We will see a strong alliance between 
labor and the farmer, accompanied by 
a tremendous expansion of the manufac- 
turing and selling cooperatives. Such a 
tormidable combination awaits only the 
magic touch of some dynamic personal- 
ity. 

Then if capitalism has not already 
gone by the board, its continued exis- 
tence would be completely at the mercy 
of an estranged 95 per cent of the elec- 
torate. 


To avoid extinction, if for no other 
loftier motive, we who are capitalists 
will have to make immediate and radi- 
cal changes in our attitude toward labor 
and our methods of dealing with labor. 

We'll have to begin by muzzling such 
organizations as the National Associa- 
tion of Manufacturers and by recogniz- 
ing and sincerely regretting there is bad 
feelings on both sides. 


For every corporation official who 
characterizes a union official as a crook, 
there is a labor leader willing to label 
an industrialist as a bandit. 

Our next step ought to be full and un- 
grudging acceptance of labor as human 
beings and as our partners who do the 
work. Among my warm friends are a 
number of labor leaders. They are very 
able and attractive men. In common 
with the rest of humanity they have 
ambition and pride. 

We capitalists are overlooking a great 
reservoir of talent by not inviting these 
men on the boards of directors of our 
corporations and the boards of trustees 
of our universities and other public in- 
stitutions, 

This is not to say that labor is per- 
fect, any more than management, Labor 
is guilty of many abuses. The one that 
calls for the strongest criticism is the 
small production per man in some in- 
dustries, in comparison to the output 
that could be achieved, It is difficult to 
berate labor, however, for demanding 
more pay for less work, while many cor- 
poration officials, who devote half of 
their time to golf, vote themselves enor- 
mous “incentive” bonuses at the expense 
of their stockholders.—CYRUS S. 
EATON, Financier and Industrialist, in 
The Law Review of the University of 
Chicago. 
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LO, THE POOR EXECUTIVE 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“And then there is the pressing busi- 
ness of each day, the care of all the 
churches.”*"—II Cor. 11:28 (Moffatt). 


T IS DOUBTFUL whether all the 

churches were grateful for Paul’s 

sleepless nights. We know in fact 
that enthusiasm for Paul at Corinth was 
ss than unanimous. So it is today; 
ina gloomy moment many a Bishop or 
Secretary must think to himself, ‘‘No- 
body loves an Executive.”’ 


By Executive we mean any kind of 
one. We give them different names, and 
sometimes the names indicate different 
functions, sometimes not. But whether 
he (or she) be called Bishop, Superin- 
tendent, Executive Secretary, Presiding 
Elder, Director, or what not, he usually 
lives in a city, he has an office, he has 
more than one church group under his 
eye, he plans Programs, and Promotion 
ishis watchword. And he is often most 
annoying. Just when the plain or 
garden preacher has worked up a fine 
Gospel sermon and is looking forward 
to next Sunday with the greatest hope, 
along comes a letter (or maybe a cir- 
cular) from an Office, reminding him 
that next Sunday is the start of This or 
fhat Week, and the Assembly has 
blessed it, or the Regional Council of 
Whatnot has endorsed it, and any minis- 
ter who fails to give it recognition is 
obviously Out of the Swim. The plain 
preacher falls suddenly into an unevan- 
gelical mood and even if he keeps on 
with that Gospel sermon it is with a 
somewhat divided mind. Executives set 
quotas, they name Weeks, they devise 
Campaigns, they supply texts and books 
of illustrations and even sermons, they 
drive the local boys distracted. 


Consequently, all manner of pot-shots 
are taken at Executives. They are ac- 
cused of dictatorial arbitrariness, of be- 
ing office-bound, of having the urban 
point of view exclusively, of being in- 
terested only in the big congregations. 
It’s a poor local preacher who can’t 
think up a good diatribe while opening 
his morning’s mail. : 


LITTLE IMAGINATION’ would 

save a lot of breath wasted in mis- 

placed criticism. Executives write 
from an office, of course; do you expect 
them to carry their correspondence 
around in their pockets (and lose it) 
the way you do? They send out mimeo- 
graphed stuff, naturally; if you had to 
write to a thousand people and wanted 
to say the same thing to them all, would 
you do it by hand? They work out from 
cities, as a matter of efficiency; they 
have to be in a place that has more than 
one train a day and where a long-dis- 





tance call is not a major operation. 
They are interested in big congrega- 
tions, but not exclusively, as you could 
find out by talking to any Executive 
yourself, They are seldom seen in small 
churches because there are so many of 
these that it is a physical impossibility 
to reach them all. They have acquired 
the urban point of view but they have 
not lost the rural (if they are any 
good), because the Executive himself, 
in most cases, grew up in (and perhaps 
pastored) some little church in the 
wildwood. And as for being arbitrary, 
there never was a good Executive from 
Paul down who did not believe in flexi- 
bility. They all know that no two 
churches are alike, they realize and 
often insist that no program can be 
taken up and tried without revision, 
they know that when programs fail 
locaily it was often because there was 
no intelligent adaptation to local situa- 
tions. 


Executives deserve any Christian’s 
sympathy, That nobody loves them is 
an exaggeration, but it only exaggerates 
a fact, namely that the Executive can- 
not stay in one place long enough to be 
loved. True, there was never a person 


‘good enough to be an Executive who 


did not have the love of many persons. 
But as a rule it is only people who live 
long in one place, and who never have 
to send or transmit orders to any one, 
who acquire widespread affection, The 
Executive has to be somewhat aloof, he 
cannot play favorites, he has to content 
himself (like the artist or the hero) 
with being admired or respected rather 
than with being loved. 


UT WE OUGHT to thank God for 


Executives. We owe them three 
blessings we would not enjoy 
without them. One is Unity. Paul 


strove for this, not too successfully, in 
his churches. The Executive is the 
quarterback calling the signals, he is the 
architect with the blueprints, he can see 
the whole structure, it is his business 
to look around and look ahead, he was 


not on the planning committee for noth- 
ing. Without the efficient Executive, 
our churches would relapse into a 
chaotic lot of individualistic and rather 
selfish groups, working often at cross- 
purposes and many of them never plan- 
ning beyond next Sunday if indeed so 
far as that. 


We owe the Executive also Ideas. 
There is no rule compelling all of us to 
adopt all the ideas he mails us; but it 
is a rare church indeed that cannot 
profit by some of them and a sorry 
church that won’t, The Executive was 
selected in the first place because he was 
a man (or she was a woman) of ideas 
beyond the ordinary, a person with 
imagination and far-sight. The rest of 
us are driven with local problems, the 
pressure of routine; we seldom have the 
time and seldom the genius to think out 
new ideas in theory or in practice. The 
Executive is employed to think and 
plan; when he bursts into your mailbox 
with an idea (even when badly mimeo- 
graphed) he is doing precisely what the 
church wants him to do. Moreover, if 
the minister at Jonesville Junction, for 
example, has a good new idea that has 
proved itself in practice, he can write 
the Executive about it, and the first 
thing he knows, his own brain-child will 
be spreading far and wide, through the 
medium of that Executive, as the Jones- 
ville Junction Plan. And why not? 


Furthermore, we have the Executive 
to thank for a good deal of Drive. 
When he is any good he is like the 
sparkplug in the car, the captain of the 
team, he keeps priming and prodding 
us. What otherwise would be a vague 
‘good idea’’ which we might “try some 
time’”’ becomes a definite plan with 
dates, committees, everything worked 
out. the hazy ‘“somehow’”’ 
into the sharp focus of ‘“‘This way.”’ He 
pushes ‘‘Sometime’’ into ‘‘Now.”’ Sub- 
tract from our church, or from any 
church, all the drive and impetus we 
owe to our Executives, living here or 
promoted to glory, and you would have 
a feeble and floundering flock, no 
marching army of God. The trouble 
with the church is not that we are ex- 
ecutive-ridden, The trouble, too often, 
is that the Executive’s sleepless nights 
are not matched in the local churches 
by work-full days. 


He brings 
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Next Semester begins 


February 3, 1948. 


CENTRE COLLEGE 
OF KENTUCKY 


‘‘In The Heart of the Bluegrass’’ 
Liberal Arts, Pre-Professional and Vocational Educa- 


tion Under Christian Auspices. 

Men and for Women on Separate 
| _ Famous For Distinguished Alumni : 

For Catalogue and View Book, Address: 
Walter A. Groves, President, Box 401-P. 


Founded 1819 
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Danville, Kentucky 
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CARILLONIC BELLS 


Prove Themselves 
in Performance 


Performance is the strictest test of 
quality. Through commentslikethe 
one below, you have proof in 
advance that, in your church as in 
hundreds of others, CARILLONIC 
BELLS will show their superior 
worth by superior performance. 


“IT have used the bells with the 
choir,” writes Thomas H. 
Webber, Jr., of Idlewild Presby- 
terian Church, ‘‘and have ob- 
tained musical effects which 
were heretofore impossible. 
With your ‘Carillonic Bells’ 
playable from the organ, with 
the tone coming from the 
echo, solo or the tower, I have 
great flexibility. The mechan- 
ism has worked perfectly, and 
we never need worry about 
weather conditions affecting 
the bells. Quality of tone, plus 
any desired volume without loss 
of quality, makes this instru- 
ment a perfect addition. The 
congregation, as well as the 
community in general, have 
been most lavish in their praise 
cf this fine musicalinstrument.” 


CARILLONIC BELLS are a notable 
achievement of the foremost and 
largest manufacturers of carillons. 
To learn further details of their 
adaptability to your church, please 
write to us, at Dept. PO-7 


Hear CARILLONIC BELLS every Sunday 
on “The Greatest Story Ever Told,” 
broadcast over the ABC Network. 


wp Sehulmerich 


ELECTRONICS, inc 





“*CARILLONIC BELLS’’ © TOWER MUSIC SYSTEMS © ACOUSTIC 
CUKKLLIIUN UNIIS * SOUND DISTRIBUTION SYSTEMS © CHURCH HEARING AIDS 
SELLERSVILLE, PA. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 








D. J. Cumming, missionary to Korea, 
will teach Bible at Agnes Scott college 
during the coming year. 

K. J. Foreman from Davidson, N. C., 
to 4614 W. Broadway, Louisville 11, 
Ky. ° 

Julian Price Love from _ Pilgrim, 
Mich., to 2119 Napoleon Blvd., Louis- 
ville, Ky., after a sabbatical leave. 

T. H. Makin from Valdosta, Ga., to 
7054 Alpine St., Jacksonville 8, Fla. 

W. B. Gaston from Sanatorium, N. C., 
to John’s Island, S. C. 

John C. Ramsay, formerly of Lawton, 
Okla., is giving his full time to evan- 
gelistic work with headquarters at 1707 
Mier St., Laredo, Texas. 

D. L. O'Neal, Homer, La.; has been 
called to be superintendent of home 
missions for Red River Presbytery. 
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L. A. McMurray and family expect to 
sail from New York en route to the 
Belgian Congo the first week in Septem. 
ber. 

D. S. McCarty, executive secretary of 
Montgomery Presbytery, has accepted a 
call to the Mt. Airy, N. C., church. 

Roswell C. Long from Banner EIk, N. 
C., to Box 5152, N. Charlotte, N. C. 


JOHN LUKE DAY 


The seven churches served by John 
W. Luke, now and in the past, are join- 
ing in an all-day celebration at the Glen- 
dale, N. C., church August 31. Going to 
the Ashe county field direct from Union 
Seminary in 1927, Mr. Luke has built 
five churches and a manse and has as. 
sisted in building other churches in 
Ashe and Wilkes counties. 


DECLINES PHILADELPHIA CALL 
Peter Marshall, New York Avenue 
church, Washington, has declined a call 
to the church in Philadelphia formed by 
the merging of the First, Second, and 
Chambers-Wylie churches. 





° Positive 
® High 
* An Honor System That Works 


Christian Character 
Standards of Education 


are found at 


Davidson College 


Davidson, North Carolina 











Queens 


Christian usefulness in 


QUEENS COLLEGE | 


Charlotte 7, N. C. 


trains young women for 


chosen voca- 


tions. 


HUNTER B. BLAKELY, President 








PRESBYTERIAN, CO-EDUCATIONAL 


B. A. DEGREE 


KING COLLEGE 


Founded 1867 


HIGH STANDARDS OF SCHOLARSHIP 


POSITIVE CHRISTIAN INFLUENCES 
SCHOLARSHIPS 


For catalog, write 
R. T. L. LISTON, PRESIDENT, BOX P, BRISTOL, TENN. 
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1776 Hampden-Sydney College 1947 


A Christian Liberal Arts College 
Where Reverence for Spiritual Realities 
Is United With Rigorous Scholarship 


Enroll Now for 1948-1949 


‘ Edgar G. Gammon, President, Hampden-Sydney, Va. 
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A ante BIBLE COMMENTARY 






“Prinee of Commentators” 


It was Dr. CHARLES H. SPURGEON, the great teacher 
of preachers, who characterized ADAM CLARKE as the 
“Prince of Commentators.” Because of Dr. Clarke’s knowl- 
edge, and his ability to make that knowledge Jive for 
others, men and women turn confidently and trustingly 
to Clarke’s Commentary. 

ADAM CLARKE was the author of many books, but his 
real love—the work to which he devoted decades of 
tireless effort—was his Commentary on the Entire Bible. 
It remains to this day the standard against which lesser 
efforts are measured—and found wanting. 


Mail thisto YOUR OWN BOOK SELLER 
(J Send me Clarke’s Commentary on the Entire Bible. 
Herewith is my remittance for $4.50. I promise to pay the remainder 


in three equal monthly instalments of $5 each, beginning one month 
from this date. 


Commentary and the special time-payment plan. 


a 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 

(J Please send me Full Particulars concerning Clarke's 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


FOR ALL TIM 


Useful Volumes 





@ The Work is printed from large, clear 
types on excellent paper; beautifully and 
durably bound in buckram; and the six 
volumes average more than 800 pages each 
—nearly 5000 pages in all. It is not a Com- 
mentary for scholars alone—though it is 
their first resort and final authority. This 
earnest, kindly scholar has illuminated the 
Scriptures for the student, the Sunday 
School worker, the layman—for all who 
love and cherish God’s eternal words. 


A Seholar’s 
Enduring Monument 


For forty years—almost to the day of 
his death— ADAM CLARKE labored lovingly 
upon his Commentary—a work so compre- 
hensive in its scope, so magnificent in its 
fulfillment that it stands as the classic 
achievement of its kind, unrivaled in the 
English language. As Dr. EZRA SQUIER 
TIPPLE once put it: “This Commentary is 
a perennial monument of learning and de- 
votion, supplemented by later works, but 
like Gibbon’s History, not superseded by 
them.” 


AVAILABLE AT LAST IN 
A LIMITED NEW PRINTING 


With regret we had to turn down thou- 
sands of requests during the war years for 
this monumental work. But now again we 
are proud and happy to present Clarke’s 
Commentary to those who have been look- 
ing forward so long to this day. A word of 
advice, however: Place your order promptly! 
There are only a limited number of sets 
in this new printing. The six-volume set, 
only $19.50. 
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CHURCH NEWS 








16mm Sound Motion 
Picture Projector 


@ SINGLE UNIT CASE 


e@ 52% LIGHTER IN WEIGHT - 


© 69% SMALLER IN SIZE 
e@ ECONOMICALLY PRICED 


Again Victor Supremacy Js Acknowl- 
edged. Encased in aluminum, the 
portability, versatility and econ- 
omy of the Lite-Weight stand un- 
challenged in the 16mm field— 
for home, school, church and 
industry. Write for details today. 


VICTOR 


ANIMATOGRAPH CORPORATION 


A Division of Curtiss-Wright Corporation 
Dept. LG, Home Office and Factory: 
Davenport, lowa * New York ¢ Chicago 
Distributors Throughout the World 
















Strickler Is Missions Treasurer 


G. B. Strickler is the new treasurer of 
the Executive Committee of Home Mis- 
sions. His election to succeed B. K. 
Tenney was announced by Claude H. 
Pritchard, executive secretary. Mr. 
Strickler is a son of Dr. Cyrus W. Strick- 
ler, prominent Atlanta physician, and a 
grandson of the late Professor G. B. 
Strickler, of Union Seminary. He is a 
graduate of Georgia Tech in business ad- 
ministration and during the war served 
for four years in the navy. 


New Field Secretary of CE&MR 


Eleanor Winn Foxworth on Septem- 
ber 1 was to begin her work as field 
secretary of the Executive Committee 
of Christian Education and Ministerial 
Relief, Louisville, Ky. She is a native 
of Kingstree, S. C., a graduate of Win- 
throp College, with a period of graduate 
work at the Yale - University Divinity 
School. More recently she has been 
director of student work at Louisiana 
State University, Baton Rouge. In her 
new work Miss Foxworth will be avail- 
able for 
churches, 


addresses and conferences in 
Woman's Auxiliaries, and 
youth organizations. 








CHOIR and PULPIT ROBES 


Lerge selection of fine materials, rea- 
sonably priced; write for catalogue C-12 
(choir robes) or P-12 (pulpit robes). 


COLLEGIATE CAP & GOWN CO_® 


1000 N. Market 117N. Wacker 366 Fifth Ave. 
Champaign, Ill. Chicago 6, lll. NewYork 1, N.Y. 


$5000.90 


FOR BEST SERMONS 


A nationwide preaching program and 
sermon contest is scheduled by Spirit- 
ual Mobilization, Inc., to be held on 
Columbus Day, October 12. It is 
planned that 25,000 pastors will preach 
that Sunday morning on ‘Perils to 
Freedom” and manuscripts submitted 
prior to that date may qualify for prizes 
totaling $5,000. 

The judges committee is composed of 
Dr. Edgar J. Goodspeed, Dr. Robert 
Sproul, and Dr. Alfred Noyes. These 
men will determine the winning ser- 
mons. 

Spiritual Mobilization is a Crusade be- 
ing expanded by 11,000 ministers of 
churches who believe Freedom is in 
peril in America and in the world, and 
who feel -it the bounden duty of fol- 
lowers of Jesus to champion it against 
communism, fascism, or any stateism. 
All ministers in every denomination are 
invited to participate in the program 
of Spiritual Mobilization. Address your 
sermon manuscripts or your inquiries 
to Spiritual Mobilization, Inc., 411 West 
Fifth Street, Los Angeles 13, Calif. 
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53 Years’ Perfect Attendance 


Eighty-six years in Sunday school 
with 53 consecutive years of perfect at- 
tendance was the record of Miss Frances 
R. Affleck who died at Winchester, Va., 
recently, Miss Affleck, who died in her 
96th year, was a longtime member of 
the Loudoun Street Presbyterian church, 
going from it some years ago to help 
establish the Highland Avenue church. 
The string of bars for Sunday school at- 
tendance which she wore was the long- 
est ever seen by most people. 


CAMPUS NEWS 


Thirteen New Staff Members 
Announced at Agnes Scott 





Agnes Scott College is adding thirteen 
new members to the staff at the begin- 
ning of the fall.term September 17. A 
full enrollment is expected for the 59th 
session. It is hoped by college, authori- 
ties that the Frances Winship Walters 
Infirmary, named in honor of an 
alumna who is providing the funds, 
will be begun this fall. 


Presbyterian Junior College 
Working Toward Campaign Goal 


A total of 215 students enrolled at 
Presbyterian Junior College for the 
summer session, The new term begins 
September 5... . Efforts are being made 
to claim the conditional gift of $5,000 
offered by W. H. Belk, Charlotte, as a 
contribution to the endowment fund if 
the present campaign to admit PJC to 
membership in the Southern Association 
of Colleges and Secondary Schools is 
successfully completed by January 1. 
Almost $80,000 has been raised; ap- 
proximately $50,000 is yet needed. 


Alexander to Speak at 
Columbia Seminary Opening 


John M. Alexander, denominational 
director of radio, will address the stu- 
dent body of Columbia Seminary at the 
opening session, September 9 at 8:00 
P. M. The inaugural addresses of Felix 
B. Gear and Cecil Thompson, originally 
scheduled for the opening of the fall 
quarter, will come at a later date. 
change in the seminary faculty this year 
is the addition of Hubert Vance Taylor, 
assistant pastor in Atlanta’s Central 
church, as instructor in public speech. 


Only 





INTERESTING FACTS 

ABOUT MILE........... No. 7: 

Milk is Nature’s most nearly perfect 

food . . and your best food buy! 
“The Home of Better Milk” 

1810-18 W. Main St. Dial 5-2838 


Virnemenn 
DAIRY CO. 


“The Home of Better Milk” 





1810-18 W. Main St. Dial 5-2838 
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BIBLE STUDY 





THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


The Use and Abuse of Wealth 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 


Proverbs 11:24-27; 


Our lesson this week deals with the 
yse and abuse of wealth, a theme of 
yital significance. As 5. Wilbur Smith 
has said, ‘‘All men and women, with a 
few rare exceptions, are compelled to 
cme to some decision, generally to 
many decisions, throughout the years, 
regarding financial problems: if the in- 
come is limited, how to distribute it so 
that all the absolute needs of life can 
be met; if the income is exceptionally 
large, how these large sums of money 
periodically available can be most wisely 
used.””’ We are concerned not only with 
the distribution of the money at our dis- 
posal, but also with its acquisition. 
Thus problems relating to money are 
inevitably interwoven with the life of 
every normal individual. The way in 
which we meet these problems affects 
our happiness and welfare here on 
earth and, according to the Scriptures, 
our happiness and welfare in heaven. 

The importance of the theme is re- 
fected in the space given to this topic 
inthe Bible. Dr. Walter Lingle reminds 
us in his book, The Bible and Social 
Problems, that Jesus had more to say 
about money, directly or indirectly, 
than he had to say on any other singie 
subject. It is also treated from various 
angles in the Old Testament and by the 
Apostles in the New. For our present 
lesson we have only a few verses from 
the Wisdom literature of the Old Testa- 
ment and from James in the New. 

The teaching of Proverbs on the sub- 
ject of wealth can be comprehended 
under the following heads: 


I. The Advantages of Wealth. 


“The first thing to be noted in the 
book,” writes R. F. Horton in the Ex- 
positor’s Bible, ‘‘is its frank and full 
recognition that wealth has its advan- 
tages and poverty has its disadvantages. 
There is no quixotic attempt to over- 
look, as many moral and_ spiritual 
systems do, the perfectly obvious facts 
of life. The extravagance and exaggera- 
tion which led St. Francis to choose 
Poverty as his bride find no more sanc- 
tion in this Ancient Wisdom than in the 
sound teaching of our Lord and his 
apostles. The rich man’s wealth is his 
strong city, we are told (10:15; 18:11), 
and as a high wall in his own imagina- 
tion, while the destruction of the poor 
is their poverty. ... The rich man gains 
Many advantages through his power of 
making gifts (not always in the most 
approved manner, as suggested by cer- 
tain current revelations): it brings him 
before great men (18:16); it procures 
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16:8; Eccles. 5:10-11; James 5:1-6. 


him universal friendship, such as it is 
(19:6; 14:20); it enables him to pacify 
the anger of an adversary (21:14), for 
indeed a gift is as a precious stone in 
the eyes of him that hath it; whither- 
soever it turneth it prospereth (17:8). 
Not only does wealth make many 
friends (19:4), it also secures positions 
of influence and authority over those 
who are poorer. . 

“On the other hand the poor man has 
to use entreaties (18:23). His poverty 


separates him from his neighbors, and — 


even incurs his neighbors’ hatred 
(14:20). Nay worse than this, his 
friends go far from him, his very breth- 
ren hate him, if he calls after them 
they quickly get out of his reach 
(19:7); while the necessity of borrow- 
ing from wealthier men keeps him in a 
position of continual bondage (22:7). 
Indeed nothing can compensate for be- 
ing without the necessaries of life: 
‘Better is he that is lightly esteemed 
and is his own servant, than he that 
honoreth himself and lacketh bread’ 
(13°9).” 


Il. The Limitations of Wealth 


But though wealth -has definite ad- 
vantages which are evident to all, it has 
limitations and dangers which are 
equally in evidence. Three things in 
particular are suggested by the verses 
before us. 

1. Wealth alone does not Satisfy. 
This is the point stressed by the writer 
of the Ecclesiastes: “He who _ loves 
money will not be satisfied with money; 
nor he who loves riches with gain, This 
too is futility. When goods increase 
those who eat of them increase; and 
what profit has their owner, but in look- 
ing at them?” (American Translation.) 

The writer of Ecclesiastes agrees with 
the writer of the Proverbs that money 
has its advantages, that goods used for 
the support and comfort of human life 
are valuable. He teaches on the other 
hand that money which is sought for its 
own sake, and which is not used for the 
satisfaction of genuine human needs is 
a vain thing and will not make a man 
easy or happy. 

In vs. 10 he points out that men who 
love money are never satisfied. ‘ ‘I 
have enough,’ says Jacob (Gen. 33:11); 
‘I have all and abound,’ says Paul 
(Phil. 4:18), but he that loves silver 
and sets his heart upon it, will never 
think that he has enough, but enlarges 
his desire as hell (Hab. 2:5), lays house 
to house and field to field (Is. 5:8), and 
like the daughters of the horse leech, 


18 
still cries, Give, give.’’—(Matthew 
Henry.) And though his money brings 


him many pleasures, it will not satisfy 
the deepest needs of his soul. ‘‘He that 
has ever so much silver covets more, 
not only of that, but of something else, 
something of another nature. They 
that make themselves drudges to the 
world are spending their labor for that 
which satisfies not (Is. 55:2), which 
fills the belly but will never fill the soul 
(Exek,. 7:19).’’—(Henry.) 

In vs. 11 the author points out that 
wealth brings increased obligations, 
more mouths to feed. “The more men 
have, the better house they must keep, 
the more servants they must employ, 
the more guests they must entertain, 
the more they must give to the poor, the 
more they will have hanging on them, 
for where the carcass is the eagles will 
be.’”” Wealth soon reaches the point 
where it brings diminishing returns. 
There are increasing cares, increasing 
responsibilities, but no corresponding 
increase in satisfaction, except for the 
limited satisfaction of contemplating 
wealth which one can not use (the 
writer is speaking of one who loves 
money, and who uses it for his own sel- 
fish ends, not of one who gives gener- 
ously to meet human needs). 


Proverbs 16:8 goes a step further, 
when it says: ‘‘Better is a little with 
righteousness, than great revenues with 
injustice.”” As Matthew Henry puts it: 
“It is maintained that a small estate, 
honestly come by, which a man is con- 
tent with, enjoys comfortably, serves 
God with cheerfully, and puts to a right 
use, is much better and more valuable 
than a great estate ill got, and then ill 
kept, or ill spent. It carries with it 
more inward satisfaction, a better rep- 
utation with all that are wise and good, 
it will last longer, and will turn to a 
better account in the great day, when 
men will be judged, not according to 
what they had, but what they did.” And 
that leads us to a second point. 


2. Wealth, mis-used, brings inevi- 
table judgment. ‘‘The Jewish Chris- 
tians of 45 to 49 A. D. to whom James 
is writing were, most of them, already 
poor, persecuted and miserable. But 
their condition was made more miser- 
able by a severe famine (Acts 11:48). 
The situation was desperate, But what 
made matters distressingly poignant 
was the fact that the rich Christian 
Jews hoarded their wealth and let it 
deteriorate rather than give some of it 
to help their poor, starving fellow 
Christians. In vss. 2-3 James refers to 
the three forms of wealth at that time 
—grain, garments, and metal coins. 
Your riches (grain, wheat, corn) are 
rotted; your garments are moth-eaten; 
your gold and silver coins are corroded 
with rust.” (E. C. Caldwell in The 
Epistle to James). The point was that 
these wealthy men had more than they 
could use themselves and they failed 
to share it with those who were in need. 
James says that this wealth selfishly ac- 
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cumulated 
against them in the sight of God and of 


and hoarded bears witness 


man, ‘As the rusty chain tightly bound 
around the wrists and ankles eats away 
the flesh of the captive so their hoarded 
wealth, unshared with their starving 
brethren, 
(Caldwell. ) 


those 


will eat their soul.’”’ 

What would James say of 
who continue to pile up 
wealth today in face of the great world 
need, and who do not think that they 


away 


men 


or their country owes any responsibility | 


to starving millions in other lands? A 
minister told recently that it 
so hard to persuade his people to give; 
that some of his richest men say, ‘‘We 
gave during the war, we are out now to 
make all the money we can.”’ 


me was 


James brings a second charge against 
-the fraud- 
ulent treatment of their workers (there 
were no labor unions then to protect 
their interests), the withholding of their 
proper The workers’ protests 
and appeals fell on deaf ears so far as 
their concerned, but 
they the ears of the Lord of 
hosts, the mighty judge who avenges 
such crimes, The third charge which 
James brought against the rich of his 
own day was that charge of wanton 
luxury, extravagance which 
was the less excusable there 
was so much unrelieved misery all about 
them. 


the rich men of his own day 


wages. 
employers were 
reached 


prodigal 
because 


James sums up the three charges 
in verse 6: ‘‘You have condemned, you 
have killed the man.” (R. 
S. V.) Killed is used in a wider sense 
here, as elsewhere in Jewish literature, 
than with us. You are responsible for 
the many righteous people, 
James says, because of your failtre to 


righteous 


death of 


give, because of your injustice, because 
of your extravagance, The 
neglected poor, the defrauded laborers, 
had no redress in that day, but as James 


reckless 


goes on to point out in the next para- 
graph, heaven had not forgotten them, 
James foresaw that the rich were bring- 
ing inevitable miseries upon themselves, 
perhaps in this life (through social rev- 
olution it might be, as so often in our 
own day), certainly in the.life to come. 
And this brings us to the third point. 

3. Character, avails in 
11:28: 


not wealth, 
the crises of life. 
“He that riches shall 
fall, but the righteous shall flourish as 


the green leaf.’’ In times of peril, of 


Thus in Prov. 


trusteth in his 
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integrity that 
Of course, there 
But 
there are so many things which money 
cannot buy; for example, faith, hope, 
love, courage, and peace. If a man is 
to weather the crises that arise in his 
domestic life, to hold his friends, to face 
misfortune and loss of health, he must 
have character, which wealth does not 
create, and which it sometimes tends to 
destroy, Character, not wealth, counts 
in the life to come. That is certainly 
the primary meaning of 11:4: “Riches 
profit not in the day of wrath, but right- 
eousness delivereth from death.’’ The 
“day of wrath’’ may refer as some think 
to any day of the Lord, to any day of 
judgment, when men or nations receive 
the chastisement of their sins, but cer- 
tainly the primary reference is to that 
final day of judgment which comes to 
us all. All the money in the world will 
not avail us then, but only a Christian 
character which the New Testament 
makes clear is the outgrowth of faith in 
Jesus Christ, 


a man’s 
carries him through. 


sifting, it is 


are crises where money avails. 


III. Counsels Regarding Wealth 


Recognizing the values of wealth, as 
well as its limitations, the Proverbs 
give us certain positive counsels regard- 
ing its use and abuse. For example: 

1. Be diligent. Since poverty is a 
legitimate subject of dread, there are 
frequent exhortations as we have seen 
in a previous lesson, to diligence and 
thrift. 

2. Be honest. Thus 11:1 (one of the 
many passages through the book): ‘A 
false balance is an abomination to the 
Lord; but a just weight is his delight.”’ 
As Joseph Barker says: “The Lord is 
here represented as looking upon our 
commercial life. He not only hears our 
prayers but watches all the way of our 
dealing at the shop, the factory, the 
bank and the market place. He him- 
self tests every balance and every 
weight. 1 

3. Be generous. 
of 11:24-28. Two 


This is the burden 
contrasting figures 
are set before us to press home the 
point. First, the man who withholds 
what he ought to give out. Vs. 24 gives 
us a practical counsel. ‘‘The earth will 
only yield of her good things by first 
having good things cast into her bosom. 
The farmer who is sparing of labor and 
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of money in the tillage of his fields wil 
never be a rich man. The same pringi- 
ple is at work in the mart and on the 
exchange. There must of necessity be 
a wise scattering of wealth before there 
is any increase.’””’ A man may withhold 
more than is meet by not paying his 
just debts, by not providing what is con. 
venient for his family, by not provid- 
ing adequately for the expansion of his 
business. Business may withhold more 
than is meet by not paying adequate 
wages, failing thereby to get the best 
return from its workers, or providing 
a sufficient market for its goods, thus 
hastening a financial depression. 4 
city or a state or a nation may with- 
hold more than is meet by eliminating 
essential social services in order to re- 
duce taxes. The United States may 
withohld more than is meet in inter- 
national reconstruction and thus pave 
the way for a Communist Europe. Verse 
26 goes further. It refers to the man 
who deliberately keeps back his store 
in time of necessity to run up the price, 
who makes abnormal gain out of his 
neighbor’s need. Such a man wins and 
deserves the contempt of his fellowmen. 
Does this verse have any application to 
our present situation—to capital, to la- 
bor? 


Second, there is the man who gives 
out liberally of that which he possesses, 
“He yields first of all to the necessity 
of things. He scatters his wealth wisely 
in order to increase it. But this is his 
lowest motive and his smallest blessing. 
So far as mere trading goes this scat- 
tering to increase is a mere matter of 
necessity. He knows that he must cast 
a bushel of corn into the ground if he 
would have it increase; that he must 
spend a thousand pounds before he can 
gain ten thousand. In this way he 
shows that he has faith in the ordinary 
law of multiplication. But he goes fur- 
ther than this. ‘He selleth corn’ at a 
fair price when by withholding it he 
might exact more. This is a sample 
of all his dealings with his fellowmen. 
He does not take advantage of their 
necessities te enrich himself. He goes 
beyond this—he not only sells at a fair 
price, but he is a giver. He scatters 
in the way of giving out of his abun- 
dance, ‘looking for nothing again’ (Lk. 
6:35).” 

What does such a man gain? Prov- 
erbs mention three things: (1) the en- 
richment of his own soul, vs. 25. ‘‘He 
that waters others with the streams of 
his bounty shall be also watered him- 


self."’ (2) The gratitude of his fellow- 
men, vss. 26-27. Goodspeed brings out 
the meaning of vs. 27 more clearly: 


“He who seeks what is good will win 
favor, but he who aims at what is harm- 


ful will bring it upon himself.’”’ (3) 
Everlasting life, vs. 28. Money has no 
value in the next world. Only the 


righteous man can look forward to eter- 
nal life. ‘‘He that trusteth in riches 
shall fall (or wither); but the righteous 
shall flourish as the green leaf. 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE NATIONS. By 
yorman Thomas, Henry Holt and Co., 
New York City. 175 pages. $2.75. 

Norman Thomas, former Presbyterian 
dergyman, and frequent Socialist candi- 
jate for the Presidency, writes under 
the sobering conviction that we are 
moving toward a third world war, a war 
which can and must be averted. He 
points out mistakes which have been 
made and which are now being made, 
exposes the inadequacies of many pro- 
posed solutions, such as peace through 
the United Nations, peace through fear 
of the atomic bomb, peace through 
world communism, peace through pre- 
yentive war with, or appeasement of, 
Russia. 

The final chapters contain the au- 
thor’s own proposal for peace—includ- 
ing as basic elements disarmament 
(with the American plan for the con- 
trol of atomic energy as an essential 
pre-requisite) and the liquidation of 
imperialism, Russian, American, and 
British. He believes that America 
should take the lead in establishing 
practical bases of peace; that if Russia 
resolutely and finally declines to par- 
ticipate, then a Confederation for Peace 
should be formed without her. 

Mr. Thomas has written sanely and 
helpfully, brilliantly it seems to this re- 
viewer, of the problems we face in 
building a peaceful world. The book 
should be read widely by those who are 
seriously concerned with the question 
of war and peace, 


ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON. ~ 





APPEAL TO 


SKEPTIC’S SEARCH FOR GOD. By 
Barbara Spofford Morgan, Harper & 
Brothers, New York, 1947. 248 pages. 
$3.00. 

Mrs. Morgan, who after receiving her 
Ph. D. in philosophy from the Univer- 
sity of Berlin began writing on social 
and political themes, finally concluded 
that the problem of the individual is 
basically religious; and this conclusion 
led her to write this book. It is both 
thoughtful and thought-provoking. In 
three sections she discusses the intellec- 
tual, the mystic, and the moral ap- 
preaches to God. The central thought 
is stated in the form of a paradox: ‘“‘God 
controls us only when we freely seek 
him, in whatever ways we use to tran- 
scend ourselves. If we do not seek him, 
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he leaves us alone.’”?’ Readers nourished 
in the Calvinist tradition may care to 
debate that point as well as others in 
the book. But the author was obviously 
not interested in following an orthodox 
or conventional pattern for she has in- 
scribed opposite her title page the say- 
ing of Paul: ‘‘. . after the way which 
they call heresy, so worship I the God 
of my fathers.” 


15 


DR. JOHNSON'’S PRAYERS. Edited 
with an introduction by Elton True- 
blood. Harper & Bros., New York, 1947, 
xxxv. and 66 pp., $1.50. 

These 100 prayers by Samuel Johnson 
reveal the rugged faith of an 18th Cen- 
tury Christian. They will strengthen 
the faith of 20th Century Christians as 
well.—A. N. B. 








J. MALCOLM MURCHISON. 
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The Presbyterian Book Stores 
are operated by the Presbyterian 
Committee of Publication as a 
service to the membership of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. Any 
book in print may be secured from 
them. Supplies for church and 
Sunday school are handled by 
them, Correspondence about your 
special needs and interests will be 
welcomed. Free catalogs upon re- 
quest. Profits are devoted to the 
Religious Education program of 
the Church. 
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Christians who join in the Lord’s Sup- 
per on World-wide Communion Day 
thrill to the realization of the fellowship 
with Christians in every land. Every 
day there are millions of Christians 
who experience something of the same 
sense of world fellowship as they are 
united in Bible reading, meditation and 
prayer through The Upper Room. The 
Upper Room is the world’s most widely 
used devotional guide. It goes into 
mearly every country. Each day mil- 
lions of Christians in family worship 
and in personal meditation join in liit- 
ing their hearts to God. 
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The new issue is now ready. 
Your church can extend its 
ministry by placing a copy 
in each home. Begin with 
this issue. Ten or more cop- 
ies fo one address, 5 cents 
each. Individual subscrip- 
tions 30 cents per year. 
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The Veterans 
And the Recruits 


From the schools of the prophets of our Chureh young men are 


entering the ranks of the gospel ministry at home and abroad. 


The veterans of the Cross are undergoing the hardship of reluctant 


but necessary retirement. 


As the Church so eagerly welcomes these recruits to its active ranks, 
it will make more adequate the support of those who have served long 


and well and are now laid aside on account of age or disability. 


Will you help? 
J. CHESTER FRIST A check today. 
Preacher on the Presbyterian Hour A legacy in your will. 
for Sunday morning, Sept. 7, will be J. 


Chester Frist, pastor of the First Ministers’ Annuity Fund 
church, Tampa, Fla. Dr. Frist’s ser- 


° aa 
mon, “Our Business With Christ and His Presbyterian Church in the United States 
Business With Us,” will be heard at 
8:30 A. M. (EST). During September Rev. Wade H. Boggs, D. D., Secy. Rev.Wm. H. Hopper, D. D., Treas. 
and October the broadcast will be heard —_ A in , S 
weshin. 2 P; MeGencde, ar., Cleves 410 Urban Building, Louisville 2, Ky. 


ter, Fla., will preach Sept. 


$500,000 verre FIVE YEARS 
IS URGENTLY NEEDED TO 


This investment will enlarge 











and expand the Business and 
Religious Education facilities 
of our Presbyterian Church to 
meet the growing demands 


of your congregation. 


You can help build a better 
tomorrow if you will make the 


1947 RALLY DAY OFFERING 


the largest your church has ever contributed 
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